An agreement between the Executive Group for Industrial Fisheries Development (GEDIP) and the Oceanographic Institute of the University of São Paulo (IOUSP), gave rise to an extensive project. This extensive project was the GEDIP Project, carried out off the coast of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, but with several stations as far south as Maldonado in Uruguay. Of the 442 stations visited by the R/V "Prof. W. Besnard" during the project, brachyuran crabs occurred at 219 and 57 species were collected, members of 45 genera and 23 families. For each species, the geographical distribution, habitat, and a list of the stations where it occurred are provided. In addition, a table listing oceanographic data and the species occurring at each station is given.
INTRODUCTION
The Executive Group for Industrial Fisheries Development (GEDIP) of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, and the Oceanographic Institute of the University of São Paulo (IOUSP) united in an extensive research project.
The data initially published from the study characterized the regional ecological aspects:
temperature, salinity, bottom types, and ocean circulation (Luedmann 1971; Magliocca 1971; Miranda 1971; Miranda et al. 1973) . However, the biodiversity of the region was reported only for certain groups and in brief reports about the project, by specialists of the USP Oceanographic Institute, such as: Amphipoda (Wakabara 1973), Isopoda (Moreira,1973) , commercially valuable shrimps (Iwai 1973) , Zooplankton (Navas-Pereira 1973),
Polychaete annelids (Nonato 1973) , Porifera (Ribeiro et al. 1973) , Echinodermata (Tommasi et al. 1973b) , Pelecypoda and Gastropoda (Tommasi & Rios 1973) and fishes (Vazzoler et al. 1973; Sadowsky 1973; Benvegnú 1973; Vazzoler 1975) .
The GEDIP Project continued from 1968 to 1972, with a total of 442 stations sampled, and was divided into two phases. The first phase (GEDIP I), with 6 cruises and 226 stations, took place between 24 April 1968 and 20 March 1969, with collections between Torres, Rio Grande do Sul (29º 21´S: 49º 44´W) and Maldonado, Uruguay (34º 52´S: 54º 55´W), and a few stations beyond this limit. The second phase (GEDIP II), with 4 cruises and 216 stations, took place during the year 1972 (from 16 January to 3 November), when collections were made between 29º 00´S and 36º 02´S (Miranda et al. 1973; Furtado 1973) , with 54 stations visited off the Uruguayan coast.
The objective of this work was generating biotic and abiotic data, in addition to studying the biodiversity of the southern coast of Brazil.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
In general, the stations were limited to the continental shelf, although some extended to the upper slope (Melo-Filho & Melo 2001) . The ship used in the collections was the R/V "Prof. W. Besnard." The material of Brachyura obtained during the project was deposited in the Carcinological Collection of the
Museum of Zoology of the University of São Paulo (MZUSP).
For each species, the following data are reported: geographical distribution, habitat and material examined. Information on the collection stations (coordinates, date, depth, temperature, salinity and the species that occurred at each station) is given in Table I . Information on the gear used in the collections was provided by Tommasi et al. (1973a) , and on the bottom types by Furtado (1973) .
The classification of the species, genera and families is based on the work recently published of Ng et al. (2008) .
RESULTS
The Brachyura was the most species-rich group of benthic macro-crustaceans collected on the continental shelf of Rio Grande do Sul during the project, principally between the 50 and100 meter isobaths (Tommasi et al. 1973a) . Of the total of 442 stations visited during the entire project, members of the Brachyura occurred at 219 (49.5%), at 134 stations of the first phase and 85 stations of the second. In total, 57 species of Brachyura, members of 45 genera and 23 families were collected. The stations with the most species were 1646 (9 species), and 569 and 1883 (7 species each). The species collected at the most stations were: Libinia spinosa 401, 411, 412, 438, 539, 541, 547, 554, 568, 569, 576, 1646, 1648, 1656, 1740, 1742, 1856, 1883 Material examined: Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, 1644 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1646 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1659 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1688 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1745 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1868 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1917 Stations 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 289, 291, 325, 328, 406, 410, 413, 434, 460, 468, 471, 538, 543, 566, 571, 582, 590, 592, , 1923 .
FAMILY MAJIDAE Samouelle, 1819
Microphrys bicornutus (Latreille, 1825) Distribution: Western Atlantic -North Carolina to southern Florida, Bermuda, Gulf of Mexico, Antilles, Central America, Venezuela and Brazil (Fernando de Noronha, and from Maranhão to Rio Grande do Sul).
Habitat: Very common on coral reefs and in almost all shallow marine habitats. Almost always covered with anemones, algae or sponges.
Material examined: Station 550. Melo, 1990 Distribution: Western Atlantic -Brazil (Rio Grande do Sul).
Mithrax besnardi
Habitat: The only existing specimens were on a mud bottom and a depth of 2,100 meters. Material examined: Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, 1643 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1644 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1651 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1652 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1660 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1662 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1668 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1670 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1675 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1679 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1686 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, -1688 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1698 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1699 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1724 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1867 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1868 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1876 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1893 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1916 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1923 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1925 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1926 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1931 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1932 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1937 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1938 Stations: 275, 282, 289, 291, 299, 310, 324, 364, 365, 371, 397, 403, 405-409, 414, 425, 430, 431, 441, 447, 452, 455, 460, 463, 467, 468, 470, 471, 543, 549, 550, 558, 564, 577, 582, 583, 586, , 1940 . Material examined: Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, 1643 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1644 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1646 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1650 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1659 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1670 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1687 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1699 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1700 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1867 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1868 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1916 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1917 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1923 Stations 310, 325, 463, 468, 571, 583, , 1924 .
Pelia rotunda

Portunus spinicarpus (Stimpson, 1871)
Distribution: Western Atlantic -North and South Carolina, Florida, Gulf of Mexico, Antilles, Colombia, Venezuela, Guianas and Brazil (from Amapá to Rio Grande do Sul).
Habitat: Shallow waters to 550 m. On sand, gravel, broken-shell, coral and mud bottoms.
Material examined: Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, 1664 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1667 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1696 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1703 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1712 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1722 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1723 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1758 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1859 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1891 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1907 Stations 285, 290, 293, 296, 315, 330, 362, 363, 369, 378, 387, 399, 402, 405, 410, 413, 419, 425, 429, 436, 439, 442, 445, 448, 449, 452, 455, 457, 459, 460, 473, 539, 543, 569, 581, 592, , 1940 . Material examined: Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, 1656 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1666 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1675 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1679 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1691 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1696 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1697 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1706 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1712 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1718 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1723 Stations 293, 299, 305, 312, 374, 379, 402, 413, 419, 427, 432, 439, 459, 473, 559, , 1758 .
Portunus spinimanus
FAMILY EURYPLACIDAE Stimpson, 1871
Frevillea hirsuta (Borradaile, 1916) 
Apiomithrax violaceus, Moreiradromia
antillensis and Hepatus pudibundus were the three species (5.0%) with an amphi-Atlantic distribution that was collected. The rate of endemism was relatively low (7.2%). Only 4 species endemic to the region were found, demonstrating that the region has not undergone long periods of isolation.
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